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THE POETRY PROJECT NEWSLETTER

No. 15 1 May 1974

Bill Mac Kay, editor
St. Mark's Church, 2nd Avenue

The ghost of Peter Stuyvesant was hard-presscd to find a place to rest his
veary peg-lez. Jith a cepacity crowd clustered in St. Mark's, 'M{llianm Burrouchs
& Joha Giorno toolc control April 24, a thousand friendly ears welcorine every
revg.rberation. '

No one was disappointed. Livin" lecend T!urrou"hs, seated behind a tander of
nicrophones, jacket, vest, tie, inpeccable, inscrutable, deadpan; then a sudden
possession of tonrues, "o do the police in voices." Giorno, laser bear: Buddhist
thj_; he'is, accelerated briskly through “Suicide Sutra, A delicht, an erbodi=d
‘sriila,

eanwhile, the brethren quietly pathered $542.1C to finance future expeditions,

% k * %k %

Wednesday show-and-tell continues at the Church, The May Day prosrar: features
a rare visit fron Californian Joanne Rycer. That same zvenine, Tony Towle prorises
to unlock his wysterious attaché case & reveal The Perfect ”oe*:. The followingp
weelt (May 8), soon~not-to-be-unknown Rebecca; Frovm & Sinon Schuchat will lead
the festivitiés, Then, on the 15th, 9erenni)a(1 shiop-stealers Joe Prainard & Patti
Srith will strut their stuff. Adrienne Pich, just mared co-vinner of the National
Bool. Award poetry prize, is slated to recad May 22,

Readings bepin at 6:30. (P.S. Throuch the “in< cooperation of the Arerican &
National Leagues, the schedule at Shea 8tadium seldop conflicts with our own.)
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a ~ The Poetry Project hotline is 674-0910. Requests, questions, ransom denands will

.{Y wibe dealt with Honday 10-5, Viednesday 2-5.

% k % &k %

Editor Mary Carey has been squirrelling away :1ss, for the first issue of
Cholla, slated for late summer or early fall., Submissions to 155 No. Main Street,
;ucsdn, Arizona 35701, <
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fractor 5 is interesting, attractive, tiny enouch to be carried to work in your
lunchbaox. Table of content appearances are nade by Stephen Lezcett, Alain Bosquet,
" Jack ﬂirah;.an, Mrk Kortz- and editor Darbara Szerlip, to nane a few, Hishlichting
tais issue are Hirshwan's translations of Pablo Neruda's last poens. One: -dollar at
bootl stores or from 1900 Rddy, Apt. lu, San Prancisco, California 94113,
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-.. Lopate, Carter Rateliff, and Zav

Whiz kids Steve Carey-& Jir: Brodey eatherinr rmaterial for the inaucural issue
of Reach for the Sky. Only. lonq. uorks. (6-10 pp.) will be accepted. "Also: there mua,
be a photosraph or two' acéormpanyin~ ‘the manuscripts. It cannot be a2 photobooth job
or in color, and iust be either of the poet(s) or by the poet(s)." Neadline for
1ssue one of this kinky extravaganza is June 1, with Labor Day the tarpet date for
publication. o . .

Anong the already-committed are Léwis MacAdams, Mona Di Vinei, Joe Ceravolo, two
new L.A. novelists Joel Ré¥tzian & Deane Romano, and a ~alaxy of friends and popular
favorites includine Clark Coolidne and covboy-artist Soyd Zlder.

Mss. should be sent to Brodey at -3000 loney Drive; Laurel Canyon, 'iollywood,
California 99046,

(Villare ~o0ssip has Lt that 5000 Honey Drive is the house Cecil
B. DeMille built for his nistresses.)
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Speakings of Cecil 3. Z)elﬁﬂle, écﬁt'o‘r'B:LlI Z‘a"vatsk‘yq'pr'énises that Rogers,
three years in the nakinz, featurins over & hundred poets of all 'hatlz_:%s, a cover
—da four colors by Hanaah Wilke, will be out any day now. The pagazine contains
- dozens Of,tYPOsltapl}.;l_.gal_, -BYTOrs OF, to be precise, Zavatsky's collection of these
inspired blunders. Another product of this .hyperactive editorial iragination is
Sun, a 120-page nagazine sraced by a Rudy Burckhardt photo-cover. Works by Philip
Jopate, Carter Ratcliff, vatsky's oun translation of a corpletc Robert
Desnos book are just a few of the offerings. Roy Ropers costs $2,00 and Sun, $1.25.
At quality bookshops or frow the editor .at. 456 Riverside Dr., N.Y.C. 1002_7.- Slip
the uoney under the door.
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The spring Gay Sumshine dazzles With an interview with Willian furrouchs, a
long suppressed erotic poex hy W.H. Auden, a reviev of John Giorno's. Cancer in
Left Ball, drazings ,by‘Joe,,_B:;,a,:l_.nalfv, ;and poers, poens, poers. Still orly sixty
cents. Write P.O. Box 40397, -Sén Francisco, California 94140,
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Readings at the West End Bar (113th & Broadway) continue under the able stew-
ardship of Mark Weiss. On the agenda are an open readins (May 5); John Silber &
Bill Zavatsky (May.l2); Aaran Fozel & Susan Sheruan (May 19) ;.2 special stay-at-
home Menorial Day observance  (May 26) 5. and John Lové & ,}Q@é}jj.yﬁeug:osghel (June 2),
Two p.n.
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. 1f you live in the.dgw York -area, -..,yo;; can wake .up. to .sgie rhythn, occasionally
pitch, and sometiues words. '"How Music Works" is aired every other Saturday at
10 a.o. (May 4, 18, etc.) on WBAI, 99.5 f.in. Produced by Philip Cormer. Partici-
pants also include Recina Beack, Carol.Weber, Richard laynan, and invited azuests.
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Kenward Elmslie's pind-bending & faneifpl City Junket disappears after oaly two
~more performances, at fm ‘_-%iéfwf'Yi?.Fﬁl.Culfﬁféi?Cé?!—.t?%a 2 Colurbus, Cixcle. The all-
star cast.inéjl.gdggs,CL_agigg:Rg,ygrs-,« Brooke Alderson,  John Ashbery,. Joe Brainard,
Peter Schjeldahl, Irma Hurley Towle, Anne Waldman, and Elnslie himself. John lJen-
nett handles sound production. Visuals created by Diane Molinari,& Larry Rivers.
Golly, kids, you can't miss this one. May 2 & May 9. Contribution, $2.50.
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The April 25th Rollins~ Stome showcases a ful].-pafre poen, "I.iues for My Auto-
- biosraphy", by Aran Saroypn.

% k kKK % -
Concratulations to the new CAPS fellows! A coﬁplete.updated“enlarged-authotized
1ist of vinners follows:

Poetry~ Americo Casiano, Siv Cedering Fox, John Giornu, Barbara A. Holland
Zeorapetse Kzositsela, Galway Kinnell. Eloise Loftin, David Sh.piro, Terty S:okee,
and Tony Towle., :

Playwrichts- Kenneth Brown, Anne uurr. Ridhard Foteqan, "Adriennée Kannedy,
Crispin Larangeira, Misuel Pinero, John Stoltenberg, Ron Tavel, Rnbert w1lson,‘-
Susan Yankowitz.

Fiction=3ill Anidon; Manuel Baret:o, Carol Berce, George Céin, u.L. Doctdrow,
Paule Marshall, flugh Nissenson, and, of course, Louise Rose.

’ * * * * %

R e A LETTER T0 THE WEW YORK scuooz.

¥ gl ‘H

g L . N Point Arend;’ California
N ey 3 Sl o o iy Harch 15, 1974 - 0

'Dea: Friends: = Tl ;

I ‘Az writing: this1£row tne eﬂote distance of Point Arena, Califotnia, and‘in a
way- the geography. speaks for itsclf. If I was once acon: you, and I sométimes
wonder. 1f I ever really was, I no longer an, ‘and it 1s out of & confusion of impulses
toward you, 1ndividua11y and en riasse, that I write you now. In ‘the past saveral
'years I've ‘cone ‘through the chan?es of uarriu"e, fatherhood, and noving'outJOf ‘the
city, and in the process I have not only lost touch with riany ‘of ‘you as friends,
but I have alsq undergone a change in relaticn to the work ‘you have done'and con-
tinue to do, 'as reprasanted. in nany of the periodicals which ‘I receive -as’ tdken,
guess, ‘of our association. .

ilhat I have to say.is sipple, but, I think it is true, I féel that the*work that
is beins done risht now by many of you who are oy contenporaries is of a hith
quality in alnost every dimension but one. Pcrhaps two~ at least two words core to
nind, but perhaps the two words are one. The two words I an thinkine of are
honesty and sincerity. It secms to me that these are the two qualities most subject
to abuse in the work of The .lew York School. I realize iinediately of course that
uy very nention of these two words constitutes an abuse of the esthetic with which
you have now so completely identified yourselves, but I do so without really fear-
in#:the risk involved. To be: omgidered a crackpot or a cormball by The New York
School.would only place Re wi;h the nags of human kind in the eye of its esthetic,
7and I don't mind the association at all, I only hope I'nm truly—worﬁhy of it, ‘At
the age of thirty, the whole question of uniqucness becores ‘a-1ittle -absurd - 1f
one ig alive, at this age, one is aluost inescapably "atong onie"s ‘brothers ‘and sis-
ters, dependent on then for help in one forn: or another, in sinply setting throush.

The point is the work I an reférring to was sirply not written for human kind,
It .is like a machine constructed with absglutely no purpose in mind for it and ir-

- gediately relcased on the wotld at laroe as 1f it weze the eift of -thie apes, all

rewards in itself, etc., The periodicale are bounding into the ‘nailbéxes, one after
another, and therz now seen to be at‘leaat three distinguishable sciierations -at
work (uy own conteuporaries the middle one) and yet I find it harder and harder to
sce the point of it all.
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Even here, in this remote location, in-the rddst of tryin% :gu‘:.ofk Io::ceive‘:l““
chase of sore land for us to live on - we are nov a fanily o T docked thEdel Kbian
one periodical and one book in . tie rail today:and:even befori relevance, As one who
I knew I was the recipient of yet another exercise in utter ir it is difficult for
once considered niuself in the vanguard of writing as writing, £ writors Gbakaws
ne to describe uy feelings when confronted by a mew generation o jon I can identify
dedicated not to an exploration of any particular literary dimension

.. beyond a snotty tone of woica. I know this is not something I myself eve o b
©ind. i : 7

~Beyond that, thare are a nurher of other idemtifisble trends, which I woul’: o

.~ terize briefly as - 1).Poens. that prove how smert I an 2) Poerns that prove : “ha

naster of rhetoric I an 3) Poeus that prove 1 an a dope addict, and 4) Poens that

just gengrally prove how.hard I ar to understand in any way. These are the sub-

stance of nost of the perjodicals. I receive 'in the ail, and at this stape of ry

life it is an act of total selflessness for me to even riffle their pages, so.of-

fensive arc they to uy own effart and ny own, dream. ..., e g

I an a writer because 1 desire to. communicate with 1y fellow man and woman and

child and writing 1s one avenue open to me to do this. As I experience rore of life,

Ty own respect for it grows, and it is impossible for me to regard it, and any-

one else within it, as the subject or object of any kind of literary exercise., It

is an experience that is bigger and more profound:than any telling turn of phrase,

or icmaculate run-on sentence. It is, quite sioply, real. Not brilliant, not arcane,

not sarcastic. - but alive, and in just beinz alive rore meaning than we could aver

hope to fathom. The wost we could hope for, I believe, is an honest and sincere
and uncomplicated accounting of our owm individual experiences, as merbers of this
rciracle of being alive in tine. ; g e

I don't wish to speak for anyone here but nyself, although it seerns to nme that -
nuch .of what I have learmed has been the knowledge of others before e and congen~
porary with nme. As a writer today, my 3z0al is, simple. I want to keep nyself in the

-:;-best physical shape I can,: to;develope my starima in writing, so that I:can nake
the most of whatever small.talent I possess to tell the truth of oy life as long
.as I live it. Just as it.pleasgs me to give a pift to soncome of anything: I have
made or-done in sincerity,; I belleve it pleases.life itself to live it as long: and
.28 hard, and as hurbly, as one can, . ; s ot

. 1 an sending this to;you;.in care of Bill MacKay's Poetry Project Newslettor
of St., Mark's Church in New York, perhaps the single outlet that will reach the

;; createst erogs~section; of you, in the hopes that it.will be printed. I wish you all

~ health and happingss,.and J.9ay coodbye to you, ag least for a whiles . .. . -
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., Haned for the author of Septinus Felver, Nathaniel HawthormeCollege.in Antrin,
New ilappshire, seens to have an abiding interest ip,the arts, Lewis MacAdams,
Janes Tate, and Anne Waldman have read there already this school year, and Joanme
. Xyger is scheduled for early May. |, B L B4 g S IR .
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- Just out, The World 29 copsists of "Reviews, cormentary,. interviews,. etc.”, with
.. the erphasis on the "etc," Honestly, some of. the;contents are indescribablg,.teen-
" "ing with enough idea images to keep a Bronx street gang mesmerized for a week.
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Aczong the cast of thousands are Fie;d;ng Dawson, Allen Ginsberg, Sotére Torregian,
Britt Wilkie, Clark Coolidse, Ted Berrigan, Philip Whalen, Kathy Acker, Rom Padgett,
Lorenzo Thoras, Alice Notley, Jane DeLynn, John Giormno, Peter Stamos, Michael '

Browmstein, and Charles North. Cover by Philip Guston. Vanishing quickly fron book-
stores, or c/o The Project. One dollar & fifty. Editor Anne Waldman deserves 2 week

in the Dahamas for this one.

% ® Rk R X

Industrious Barbara Baracks edited, printed, and is now distributing the second
issue of Big Deal. It was worth the trouble; an interesting, offbeat issue. Con-
tributors answer to the names Jackson MacLow, Bernadette Mayer, Clark Coolidre,

Michael Lally, Xathy Acker, Peter Stamos, Rayrond DiPalrma, Larry Eigner, anong
athers. A dollar fifty at soda stores or fron the 4ditor at 299 Riverside Drive, Apt.

2A, New York, N.Y. 10025.
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Everyone should read Robert Bly's booklet Point Reyes Poens (Mudra: Half Moon
Bay, $1.50), distributed by Book People, 2940 Seventh Street, Berkeley, Cat#fornia

94710. ,_
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The Fall/Winter number of Parnassus: Poetry in Review boasts 250 pages of com-
pentary, ranging from personal appreciations to scholarly hatchet-jobs. Under glass

‘this- issue are Anmons, Crecley, Bukowski, Rich, Merwin, Cavafry, Sexton, dozens

pore. Worth $3.50 at friendly book-venders, or fron 216 W. 99, New York, N.Y. 10024,

% % %k * %

Joan Mitchell's show at the Yhitney is the very picture of confident, unres-
trained energy. Giant, sublire triptychs alternate with splashy, utterly powerful

abstract landscapes. Articulations visible until May 5. Go.

x % % & &

Larry Fagin writes poetry as 1f he's being-charged by-the word. His Rhymes-of
a Jerk, spare, witty, a confort to the infirn, tops the Kulchur Foundation list.
Still in print, too, are Carter Ratcliff's pleasing Fever Coast, Paul Violi's
In Baltic Circles, acconplished, underrated, not to nention bYooks by Rochelle Owens,
John Glorno, Joe Brainard, Kenncth Koch, Kemward Elnslie, JobnPerrcault, David Antin,
Anne Waldman and Charles Henri Ford. All titles, $3.00@. Orders & inquiries to 261

Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.

%k % Kk %

Traces of Charles Olsdn keep appearing. The latest is Additional Prose (Four
Seasons, $3.00), meticulously edited & notated by Georpe Butterick. It includes not
only the classic "Proprioception" and "A Bibliography on Anerica®, but sixteen less

accessible notes & essays. Distributed by Book People. Obviously, you can't keep
a big nan down.

% % % k %

Eight Dime Novels (Dover, $3.50), edited by E.F. Eleiler, is probably the
greatest book ever written.
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o Wbrkshops atithe' Poetvy Praject'are free & weekly, conducted by John Godfrey
(Monday, 7:00 pin. ), Berradétte Mayer (Tuesday, .8:00 p.n.) and Lewis: Warsh '

(Thursday, 8:30 p.n.).
Rk ok kR

- The Mc rday night pcrformanr*ec conducted by Ed Friedman continue to be orgies
of the nind," Thia nbu‘h s anenda begins with an open .reading,. Hay 6, then features
Terry Reilly & ‘Tony M_ocatelio (May 13), the elusive Liz Lerman &.lannah Wiemer

lay 20)! and Bante Mur ray (May 27) 8:15 p .. in the Parrish Eall, i
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On Tuesday, May 1%, Clark Coolidge will lecture Bernadette Mayer's workshop on

r]m,']!h@. Spelio'OOical Haintains." So therel
Lo MNE]. N TS _"‘ “’T\T.i.,‘ .“"h:.—*:- o :"!'- rp3), UL :
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Donnie Brooke Aldersen will spca& on stand-up conedy, Friday, May 24 in the

workshop roon. §:30 Pem.
. i Rt i
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?
(e, Allan Ka lan is’ resprhsiblo for the mercurial. The Enslish !illta;x Cemetegz
or fron Geronipo Books, 126 Washington

P
A bill & a hilf 4t Eighth Street Bookshop,
Place, M.Y.C.
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' Spellbindinh Clark Coolidge will be centerstage at Paula Coopet Gallery. Friday
the 17, 8:20 the time. £y » i
Xk ok k%
sl 'e) 1Y Scottish-newspaper “acééunt of Anne Waldman's visit to: the UsKs alludes to her
"Bowery accent". Anne clainS’it was strep throat, ~: @ _o.viw oy . n
; pry L e I
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"Philip Guston's show tarned réva reviews:in Boston. | . »
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sy~ lopediately Surrounding by Lewis Warsh, with cover + frontispiece by Georse
Yoy $cqpeeman;~is awailable“today from Otber Books, Squuh_Lancﬁster. Mass, 01561.

dollars. R S
R . : ” ***A**‘};‘ b i
On May 19, Ho Chi Mich's birthday, Bernadette Mayer will read at the Philadel-
phia YMHA at 8 p.n. Ms. Mayer's own birthday is May 12.
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Je are proud to print:

{GLASSERG'S,; .. .
ACCEPTANCE SPEECH (DCLIVERED Y
PETER OBLOVSKY) FOR.JHE -
NATIONAL DOOX AUVARD W1~ |
POLTRY: P i
600" PG, April 1G, 1974
iffde Tully Hall, Lincoln Center . - A '

- -
e JILE 8" g

. i Poen book Fall of Azerica is timé_capgpleréf personal national consciousness
during American war-decay recorded 1963 tp.1971..1t‘1nc1ddes one prophetic fragment,
written on Speakers Platfornm of May 9, 1970 Washington D C Peace Protest Mobiliza-

tion:

White sunshine on sweating skulls..
Washington's Monument pyramided high granite clouds
‘over a soul nmass, children screaning in their brains on

quiet.grasa
(black man strapped hangin
cross) -

Soul brightness under blue sky todr
Assembled before Waite House filled with rustached Ger=-

Tgns
& police buttons,
Secret Service walkie-talkies,
Fuzz & Florida Mafie Real Estate Speculators.
One hundred thousand bodies naked before an Iron Robot
Nixon's brain Presidential craniun casc spying thru binoc-

ulars
fron the Paranoia Smog Factory's East Wing.

g in blue denims fro= an earth .

arny telephones, CIA Buzzers, F31 bugs
Intercou squawvkers to Narco

Book here honored with public prize, best proclain further prophetic foreboding
that our United States is now the "Fabled damned of nations” foretold by Walt
Whitman a hundred years azo. The materialist brutality we have forced on ourselves
& world is irrevocably visible in dictatorships our government has established
thru South and Central Auerica, including deliberate wreckage of Chilean denwcracy.
_From Greece to Persia we have established police states, and throughout-Indochina
wreaked crinoinal nass nurder on nillions, subsidized opiun dealing, destroyed land
itself, imposed military tyranny both openly & secretly in Canbodia, Vietnam, &

Thailand,

Our "Defense of the free world" is an aggressive hypocris
very planet's chance of survival. Now we hggz spent tﬂgusandg zgagi?iioigmzﬁegffhe
fensive War in decades, and half the world is starving for food. The :éckonins has
;:fiiggwhggr Americat 100 Billion goes to the War Department this year out .of 300
et get. Our nilitarization has becoue so tophecavy that there i{s no turning
Aéc fron Militery Tyranny. Police azencies have beconie so vast-- National Security
ug::cy alone the largest police bureaucracy in Anerica yet its activities are almost

own to all of us-- that there is no turning back fror computerized police state

control of Anmerica.

Watergate is a froth on the swamp: . g&&;ﬁ:

p: iumpeachnment of a President does not
t:g:ve t:athundred Billion power of the Military nor the secret billion power of the
poiice statc apparatus. Any President who would try to curb power of the Milit
police would be ruined or nurdered. e

T3 .o
RIS
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So I take this occasion of publicity to call out the Fact: our rilitary' has
practiced subversion of popular will abroad and can do so here if challenged,
cteate situations of Chaos, take over the Nation by Military Coup, and proclain
itself Guardian over public order. And our vast police networks can, 13s they have
in last decade, enforce that will on public and poet alike. IR H

We have all contributed to this debacle with our aggression and self-richtous-
ness, including wmyself. There is no longer any hope for the Salvation of America
proclained by Jack Kerouac and others of our Beat Generation, aware and howling,
weeping and singing Kaddish for the nation decades ano, "rejected yet confessing

out the soul". All we have to work from now is the vast empty quiet spece of our
«- O Congeiousness, . AHI AHL AHI . ‘ - :
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Peter Schjeldahl &' Donnie Brooke: Alderson wiliAbe'married*in‘St.'Mark's Church

this Sunday, May-5; at 3 p.t. Rev. David Garcia will perforn the ceremony.
Our every best wish! roos
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