
EMERGE—SURFACE—BE 2026–2027 
FELLOWSHIP FOR EMERGING POETS  

 
    APPLICATION DEADLINE — Sunday August 9, 2026 at 11:59PM 

Selected 2026–2027 Fellows will be notified in September 2026 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
Emerge—Surface—Be is a natural extension of The Poetry Project’s program offerings. It 
formalizes the distinct yet unspoken pedagogical aspect of The Poetry Project’s programs while 
providing a unique opportunity to support, develop, and present emerging NYC-based poets. 
 
The Poetry Project is grateful for the Jerome Foundation's generous support, which makes it 
possible to host five Mentor/Fellow pairings in 2026–2027. This year we are thrilled to partner 
with Mentors who are working across a broad range of modes—including poetry, but also 
crossing into nonfiction, criticism, and performance.  
 
Mentors CAConrad, JJJJJerome Ellis, m.s. RedCherries, Christopher Rey Pérez, and Kim 
Rosenfield, will each select an emerging poet to work with. Over the course of nine months, 
Fellows will be given the opportunity to work one-on-one with their Mentor to develop their craft; 
explore publication and performance opportunities; and reflect on the professional and 
community-based dimensions of a writing life. Meetings between Fellows and Mentors can take 
place both in-person and virtually.  
 
In addition to working with their Mentors, Fellows will:  

+​ have access to all Poetry Project events (free workshops, free readings, free 
publications)  

+​ be included in the Annual New Year’s Day Marathon Reading 
+​ read within The Poetry Project’s 2027 Spring Season as a culminating event, with 

introductions made by their Mentors 
 

Poetry Project staff and Mentors will work with each Fellow to find other unique opportunities for 
deepening, sharing, and connecting their poetry to specific goals the Fellows might have. 
Through the program, Fellows will be invited to attend various gatherings with Poetry Project 
staff and other 2026–2027 Fellows and Mentors.  
 
Each Fellow will receive an award of $3,000. In adherence with US tax requirements, ESB 
Fellows will be issued an IRS 1099 Form. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.jjjjjerome.com/


CRITERIA 
 
Ideal Fellows will have a project they are working on (or want to embark upon) and/or are 
working towards new ways of envisioning and bringing forth their writing practice and feel that 
they would benefit from guidance and support.  
 
The most important criteria will be the demonstration of potential, as well as unique 
vision and voice, in the applicant’s work sample. We especially encourage work that takes 
aesthetic, conceptual, and political risks; unsettles disciplinary categories; and is committed to 
formal innovation. While applicants who have achieved some measure of local, regional, or 
national professional recognition will have these merits taken into account, we equally 
welcome—and encourage—applications from individuals whose work has not yet received 
broad visibility or many opportunities for public presentation. 
 
Our definition of “emerging” ranges from writers who have at least two years of experience (and 
not more than 10) in creating and presenting original work; to writers who have local and 
perhaps regional recognition; and up to writers who are approaching national exposure, though 
not yet national recognition. As a top limit, an emerging writer has published no more than 
one full-length perfect bound book (or under contract to be published) and no more than 
three chapbooks (not including self-published work in chapbook form). 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 

+​ New York City resident at the time of application and have lived in NYC at least one year 
prior to the application deadline (please note: due to funding guidelines from the 
grant providers of the ESB Fellowship, we are unfortunately unable to accept 
submissions from applicants who do not meet this eligibility requirement) 
 

+​ Eighteen years of age and older; 
 

+​ Individuals with tenured faculty status (or the equivalent) are not eligible  

 

+​ Individuals who have received significant artistic recognition (MacArthur 
Fellowship, American Academy of Arts and Letters (fiction, novel, short story, poetry); 
Hodder Fellowship; National Book Critics Circle Award; Nobel Prize; PEN/Nabokov 
Award for Achievement in International Literature; Pulitzer Prize; Other significant 
awards defined as mid-career or established) are not eligible. 

 

+​ Individuals enrolled in a full-time, part-time, or low residency in any 
degree-granting education program are not eligible. However, individuals who enroll 
in degree-granting writing programs or take classes after the time of application 
submission are eligible for Fellowships providing they maintain an active, professional 

 



practice of creating and presenting work to the public. 

 
 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

+​ Project description (no longer than 350 words max) including project goals and artistic 
goals; 
 

+​ Work sample: 
+​ Seven to ten (7–10) page sample (in .pdf format) of project manuscript OR 
+​ Seven to ten (7–10) pages (in .pdf format) of prior work; 

 
+​ Creative resume and bio (in .pdf format); 

 
+​ Optional video clip or mp3 of applicant reading 

 
 

The Poetry Project is a poet-run, nonprofit arts organization committed to countering 
institutional barriers through expanded access to poetry. We welcome applications from 

all candidates regardless of educational background and encourage applicants of all 
experiences, education backgrounds, races, ethnicities, religions, gender and sexual 

identities, ability statuses, ages, veteran statuses, and any other categories protected by 
applicable law to apply. 

 
Due to the volume of submissions we receive, we will only consider applications that are 
submitted via the Jotform submission portal. Any applications sent via email, mail, fax, 

or any other channel will not be considered. 
 

If you have any questions regarding eligibility, submission guidelines, or the Fellowship 
at large, please email our Communications Director, Will Farris wf@poetryproject.org

 

https://form.jotform.com/261934053636964


2026–2027 MENTOR BIOS 
 
CAConrad works with the ancient technologies of poetry and ritual and has been doing so for 
over 50 years. Their latest poetry collection is First Light (Wave Books / UK Penguin, 2027). They 
received the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize, a PEN award, and a Creative Capital grant. The Book of Frank 
is available in a dozen languages, with a forthcoming Korean translation in 2027. They exhibit 
their poems as sculpture with recent shows in Edinburgh, London, Hamburg, Melbourne, Porto, 
and Chicago. They teach at Sandberg Art Institute and De Ateliers in Amsterdam, and at Bard 
College's MFA program. They live in Greenfield, Massachusetts. Please visit them at 
CAConrad.com 
 
JJJJJerome Ellis (any pronoun) is a Grenadian-Jamaican-American artist, surfer, and person 
who stutters. Through music, performance, writing, video, and photography, Ellis asks what 
stuttering can teach us about listening, generosity, and justice. JJJJJerome has the great 
privilege of being married to poet-ecologist Luísa Black Ellis. They live in a monastery on a creek 
in traditional Nansemond and Chesepioc territory, aka Norfolk, VA. JJJJJerome dreams of 
building a sonic bath house! 
 
m.s. RedCherries is a citizen of the Northern Cheyenne Nation. A graduate of the Iowa Writers' 
Workshop, her debut poetry collection mother was a winner of the American Book Award and a 
Finalist for the National Book Award. She teaches in the MFA Creative Writing Program at the 
Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
 
Christopher Rey Pérez is a poet from the Rio Grande Valley of Texas. His first book, gauguin’s 
notebook (Northwestern University Press, 2017), received the 2015 Madeleine P. Plonsker Prize 
from Lake Forest College. He is also the author of Fayuca, a book on markets and movement, 
with diSONARE Editorial in Mexico City, and Future Tourism, a chapbook with Sputnik & Fizzle on 
love, travel and class. Together with Gabriel Finotti, he runs the nomadic and multilingual 
publishing project, Dolce Stil Criollo. 
 
Kim Rosenfield is a Brooklyn-based experimental poet and clinical social worker whose 
decades-long writing practice investigates the amalgamation of language, politics, psychic life, 
and shifting forms of contemporary identity. Rosenfield is the author of seven poetry collections, 
including Phantom Captain, winner of the 2023 Ottoline Prize for Poetry from Fence Books, Good 
Morning—Midnight— winner of the Small Press Traffic Book of the Year Award, as well as Trama 
(Krupskaya), Lividity (Les Figues), and USO: I’ll Be Seeing You (Ugly Duckling Presse). A founding 
member of the international artist collective, Collective Task, she consults on Showtime’s 
Couples Therapy and will be a Leighton Artist Fellow in Residency at Banff Centre for Arts and 
Creativity in fall 2026.    

 

http://caconrad.com
http://collectivetask.magnetberg.de/

