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Next month Grove Press, under the Zebra Books imprint,
will issue the remarkably wonderful pornographic novel
fwo Suspicious Girls by Katie Mitchell (Katile Schneeman
and Tessie Mitchell), a book which Edwin Denby has
called "one of the masterpieces of English and American

literature."

Pits Editions (c¢/o Hilton Obenzinger, 3617 23rd St.,
San Francisco 94110) recently issued a sort of tiny
Classic Comic newspaper, The Attic Sentinel, whose
headline reads, "Prometheus Bound Over." It is the
work of David Anderson, a very talented, interesting
and almost completely unpublished young prose writer.
"Prometheus Bound Over" has funny illustrations by
Nancy Senauke. It sells for 10¢ plus 10¢ postage.

Johnny Stanton's Siamese Banana Press, after a brilliant
underground publishing history, has apparently bit the
duat, or, as Stanton puts it, "It got bruised and deep
rot set in.” The bruise was financial. In addition to
the delightful Siamese Banana, the newsletter of the
Rhinelander Boys' Club, where Stanton is athletic
supervisor, the Press issued the following titles, which
are still available for $1 each from Stanton at 325 E.
89, New York City: frhe Banana Book by Joe Brainard,

The Clgarette Book by Joe Brainard, The Friendly Way by
Joe Brainard, Loxrd Scum’s Hotel by Don Weingarten, Nouse
Works by Rebecca Brown, Under Western Eyes by David
Anderson, and Self Portrait by Anne Waldman and Joe
Brainard. Now out of print are Death College by Tom
Veitch and Nadness in Literature by Keith Cohen. The®
final title, a rittle Anthology of Surrealist Poenms
(Breton, Eluard, Char, Peret, Tgara, Artaud, Soupault,
Desnos, Aragon and Arp), edited and translated by Paul
Auster and with a cover by George Schneeman, has Jjust

appeared.
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Bill MacKay, Editor
St. Mark's Church, 2nd Avenue
& Tenth St., New York 10003

VIVA ALLENDE!
VIVA NERUDA!
AND WHERE IS NICANOR PARRA???

* & % k%

A featured reading by Kenneth Koch on September 19 opened the '73-
'74 poetry season at St. Mark's. This Wednesday (September 26) New Mexicans
Larry Gooddell and Steve Rodefer read.

Other readings scheduled include an omnibus evening of Black American
Poetry (October 3), Steve Malmude and Britt Wilkie (October 10), Clark
Coolidge (October 17), Diane Wakoski (October 24), and Ed Sanders and Tom
Veitch (October 31).

Pregame ceremonies will begin at 8:30 p.m., as usual. A suggested
contribution of one measly dollar.

* & % % %

In the eighth year of the Poetry Project, things keep changing. The
Monday night open readings have been revamped to enable writers/performers
more time to move inside. Three or four times a month, Ed Friedman will
conduct & "performance night" during which several artists will present
their work for 15-25 minutes. Only on the first Monday of each month will
the regular open reading occur. Kickoff time is 8 pm.

In addition, Bernadette Mayer's workshop has multiplied into two
sessions a week, one a conventional (?) writing workshop and the other
a lecture. All manner of strange & erudite creatures have agreed to il-
luminste the workshoppers about matters literary & some not so.

Lewis Warsh and Ted Greenwald will also lead workshops, and several
workshop magazines are again expected.

These things are OPEN and FREE. The schedule: Tuesdays, 8 pm (Mayer),
Thursdays, 8:30 (Warsh), Fridays, 7 (Greenwald).

'EEER

The staff of the Poetry Project consists of Anne Waldman as director,
Larry Fagin as assistant director, and Bill MacKay as Tonto. Maureen Owen
will host the Wednesday readings. Ron Padgett will not edit the Newsletter,
but will serve (thank merciful gods!) as a consulting editor,
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Ted Creenwald, editor
St. Mark's Church, 2nd Aven;e
& Tenth St., New York 10003.

ober. The Wednesday night 8:30 pm readings, hosted by Maureen O:e.tll;n::: 321;:01(1)2:si5

Oct 1 Christopher Knowles & Cindy Lubar, Oct 8 Armand Schwerner oo 00 BENEP"IT FO

David Antin & Rochelle Owens, Oct 22 Robert Creeley & Ed Sanders, he. Allen Cinsb R

HIS HOLINESS DUDJOM RINPOCHE: Michael Brownstein, William Burroughs, 1d o R :B e
John Giorno, Philip Glass, Les Levine, Charlemagne Palestine, Anne wapﬁﬁc ooert
Wilson. Monday 8:15 pm programs run by Ed Priedman are: Oct 6 OPEN R o I L l

d and new, start in Qcpo
1975-76 1s The Poetry Project's tenth year. All programs, ol ~ ct \

Yuki Hartman & Mike Slater, Oct 20 Richard Vetere & Elsa Colligan, Oct 27 Warren Son-
bert’s film “"Carriage Trade". The three writing workshops (free) all scheduled for
7:30 pm are Paul Violi (Tues), Bill Zavatsky (Thurs), and Ted Greemwald (Fri).

The first steps in the refurbishing of St. Mark's Church were taken this summer.
When attending any of the Project's programs take a look at the chipped scraped and |
painted front fence and the front doors. Just the beginning. ‘

* % k %k %

READINGS: The usual plus . . . (see The Voice, Soho Weekly News, and Rochelle Ratner's
column, Poetry Column, in SWN for who and time) . . . BARNARD HALL, 117th St. & Broad-
way, Thurs/7:30 pm: Oct 9 Jackson Mac Low, Oct 16 David Shapiro & (tentatively) Peter
Schjeldahl, Oct 23 Michael Brovmstein & Janine Pormy Vega, Oct 30 Adrienmne Rich. . . .
CHUMLEY'S, 86 Bedford St., Sat./2 pm: Oct 4 Nathaniel Tarn, Oct 11 George Schricker &
Geoffrey Bartholomew, Oct 18 Paul Violi & Michael Lally, Oct 25 Sara Stringfellow &
Willa Schneeberg . . . CBGB, Bowery & Bleecker St., Tues./8:30 pm: Oct 7 Richard
Kostelanetz, Oct 14 William Packard, Oct 21 Ray DiPalma, Phil Demise & Dick Higgins,
Oct 28 Open Reading (CBGB also puts out a newsletter called Poetry Showcase, 315
Bowery, NYC 10003) . . . THE TIN PALACE, 325 Bowery (corner of E. 2nd St. & Bowery)
Sat./3-6 pm: Oct 4 C.W. Truesdale presents Four Poets and a Mime, Oct 1i Jazz and '
Poetry -- Harry Lewis, Tom Bruno, Bill Zavatsky, Bryan Breger, Oct,: 18 Jazz and Poetry --
Randy Kay, Lisa Gault, Frank Murphy, Paul Pines & Greg Ueatherby, Oct 25 John Love pre-
sents poetry readings. . . WBAI, 99.5 on your FM dial, Tues./8.4§ . 07 [
Ratcliff, Oct 21 Mary Ferrari (programs repeated on Sat, nit T - f
listing). . . . Don't forget Dr. Generosity's The ‘-Yest:E oo usually see paper for
readings. y nd Bar, & The Fugue for more

* &k k & &

The VWorld is planning anotherxreview-:lnterview-
is Nov. 15. Send to The World, St. Mark's Churzzit;;:sz\-rzis:e%‘i::z ;ssuel:ﬂc“;goggadlme
' . tl’ ®
* ok ok k%

Speaking of deadlines, the absolute ¢
the month for the issue of the foll
and pgossip.

eadline for :
owing month, :i‘ikNE”SLETTER material is the 15th of

ing for out-of-town material, info
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THE POETRY PROJECT NEWSLETTER
No. 51 January 1973
Frances LeFevre, editor

St. liark's.Church, 2nd Avenue
and Tenth St New Y.rk 10003

EVENTS AT ST. ifARK'S CHURCH: Wednesday Night Readings at 8:30 (contribution)
Jan 4 Patricia Farewell, Thomas Masiello & John Yau, introduced by John Ashbery
...Jan 11 Steve Carey & Allan Kaplan...Jan 18 Maggie Dubris, Rachel Walling, &
Michael Lally...Jan 21 Ann Lauterbach & ifichael Slater...Monday dNight Perfor-
mance Series at 8:15 (free) Jan 2 Open Reading...Jan 9 Jim Brodey & Jayne Nodland
with Richard Hell, Tom Carey & Band, George-Therése Dickenson & Band, Foreign
Image, & guests...Jan 16 Tom Savage & Susan Dalglish...Jan 23 Barbara Barg &
Joel Chassler...Jan 30 Didi Susan Dubelyew & Greg Masters...Free Writing Work-
shops at 7:30 PM: Tuesdays Johnny Stanton (prose)...Thursdays different guest
writers in turn...Fridays Mary Ferrari (poetry)...Danspace at 8:30 (contribu-
tion $3.00) Jan 10 & 12 Wendy Perron & Susan Rethurst.

READINGS ELSEWHERE: Academy of American Poets, Guggenheim Musaum 5th Ave at 89
St 7:30 Pi Jan 17 "Education of the Poet," David Ignatow with Harvey Shapiro;
Donnell Library Center 20 W 53 St 6:30 PM Jan 26 "The Story-Teller's Art," Jim
Harrison...Dr. Generosity's 2nd Ave at 73 St Saturdays 2:30 PM Jan 7 Helen
Adam...Jan 14 Hugh Seidman & Michael Perkins...Jan 21 Judith Johnson Sherwin &
Kathleen Spivack...Jan 28 David Ignatow...West End Café 2911 B'way (nr 73 St)
Sundays 2 PM Jan 8 Steve Carey, John Godfrey, Alan Davies, & Bob Perelman...
Jan 15 Mary Ferrari & Eileen Myles...Jan 15 (re-scheduled from Dec) Walter
Abish & David Shapiro...Jan 29 Charlotte Carter & Catherine Murray...YMHA
Poetry Center Lexington Ave at 92 St Jan 9 Bernard Malamud...Jan 23 Anthony
Hecht & James Merrill...32 Cooper Square ¢/o Stuart Math 8 Pii Jan 6 Bob Perel-
man reading, with a performance by himself & Francie Shaw. Information 799-4477.

* k¥ X ¥

AROUND THE EDGES

Happy New Year! A good time to take a look at some highlights of 1977 at
the Poetry Project. Not that everything happening here is not interesting or
notable in some way--it's bound to be so, what with all the energetic people
around and their various commitments. But time, space, and the 1limits of atten-
tion demand a certain amount of sélectivity, and ho-comparisons good or bad
are intended. All readings in both the winter/spring and the fall sessions had
plenty of variety and quality, end so did the other activities--to single out
some is hardly to put down the rest. _

The Allen Ginsberg/Robert Lowell reading at St. Mark's Church February 23,
their first one together, was & historic occasion, made even more memorable by
the fact of Lowell's sudden, sad death in September. The Steven Hall/ Rene Ricard
evening was unforgettable because of the strange undercurrents and love/hate
tensions as they read. During the spring, Kathy Acker read from "Blood &

Guts in High School," Simon Schuchat read poems that were later to beocme a
book, Light and Shadow, and Harris Schiff gave his first New York reading in
years.

In October Fielding Dawson, reading short stories from his two new Penny
Lane books (Black Sparrow), and Robert Creeley opened the Wednesday Night series
for the fall. Creeley made an unexpectedly moving gesture when, after reading

APRIL/MAY 1994 5§
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igE ggET OCTOBER 1978
Vicki Hudspith, Editor

St. Mark's Church
2nd Avenue & 10th St.,NYC 10003

. L]

On July 27, 1978 at 1:35 pm a devastating fire broke oigegtaig'aM::tes
Church In-the-Bowery, the home of the Poetry Project §1nce and assorted .
for poets and artists and pclitical groups and wors?lpp?rs lieved to h ocher
People and activities since before that even! The ?1re e th ough ¢
been caused by heat conducted from a workman's welding instru?ent rough the
COPPer gutters of the church. This "hot spot” ignited a section of the 179
year old timber cornice. An hour later, the roof was gone and the church's
bell tower was severely damaged. Fortunately no one was hurt and now, two
months later, rebuilding is under way. While $225,000 sho?t of.a roof and'
more than $1 million away from complete restoration, the historic St. Mark's
continues. A full program of Poetry Project free writing workshops and
Monday and Wednesday night performances and readings is scheduled to begin
in October. Thisg Phenomenally fast recovery is indication enough of the
church's both central and vital role in the community. Anyone wishing to
contribute money or suggestions or desires further information on the Save
St. Mark's Drive Please contact Fathemavid Garcia at the Parish office,
2nd Avenue & 10th Street, NYC 10003 or by phone at (212) 674-6377.

e

READINGS ST. MARK'S: Monday nights hosted by Bob Holman; Oct 2 - Open Reading*
OCT 9 - Allan & Cinda Kornblum OCT 16 ~ Kevin Clarke, Susie Timmons oCT 23 -
Pedro Pietri & Jeff Wright OCT 30 - Peter Rose "the circular heavens"/ Jackie
Curtis, Douglas Fisher in Tom Wiegel's "Blob Blob". Wednesday nights hosted
by Ron Padgett & Maureen Owen; OCT 18-Keith Abbott & Pat Nolan OCT 25 -Michael
Haller & To Be Announced. 2all readings begin at 8 pm (donation)

READINGS AROUND TOWN: WEST END CAFE/2911 Broa

OCT 22- Larry Fagin OCT 29 -Talking Band & An
at W.E. OCT 5-David Shapiro ocT 12-Open Readi
John Boone & Sheldon Biber (donation $2) EL CENTRO 29 St. Mark's Place 8 pm
OCT 6-Jim Brodey & Olson MacIntyre OCT 13-Hannah Weiner & Beth Anderson
OCT 20-Karen Edwards & Patti Oldenberg OCT 27 - Steve & Gloria Tropp & Mike
Sappol EAR INN 326 Spring St. 4 pm ($2) -- ocr 7 Jackson MacLow & Rachelle
Bijou OCT 14-Eileen Myles & Michael Gottlieb ocT 21-Joe Ceravolo & Tim
Dlugos OCT 28-Bruce Andrews & Charles North

nette Ris Thursday nites 6:30 pm
Ng OCT 19-Kathy Acker OCT 26-

. wi 2
at the 3rd St. Music School (which j th EQd Friedman

East ‘1ith c
Workshops with Harris Schiff g Bob Rosenthal to begin in Novemgzieet NYC)

» & Everybody-In-Between. Why
an he;p Create an atmosphere
Talking about the Open
sh Hall. Bring your new
ten epochs out of the

£ humor! Thank you and

wait for golden invites to fancy soireeg?

that will inspire everyone to write better
Readings the first Monday of every month,

works and experiment on living bodies! prj
mothballs and let fresh air in! alge bring
see you there........Bob Holman

8 pm Parj
ng forgot
senses o
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Alice Notley/George Schneeman

WEDNESDAY READINGS: at 8 PM, suggested contribu-
tion $3. Hosted by Bernadette Mayer & Bob Holman: October
13 - Ted Berrigan & Ron Padgett. October 20 - Terry Garth-
waite, Bobbie Louise Hawkins, Rosalie Sorrels (these 3 have a
new record “Live at the Great American Music Hall” on Fly-
ing Fish Records - c/o Hawkins, Box 344 Bolinas CA 94924
$8). October 27 - June Jordan & Diane Burns.

MONDAY READING & PERFORMANCE SERIES: at 8
PM, suggested contribution $1. Hosted by Rochelle Kraui:
October 11 - Jack Skelley & David Trinidad. October 18-Frank
Rubino & Elio Schneeman. October 25 - Lenny Goldstein &
Don Yorty.

FREE WRITING WORKSHOP on Tuesdays at 8 PM with
John Godfrey (beginning October 12). John Godfrey’s new
book is Dabble: Poems 1966-1980 from Full Court Press. He
says about the workshop: “We will discuss the influence of
poets born 1875 to 1900. To begin with anyway.”

APRIL/MAY 1994 7
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Editorial

One of the first things I did in preparing this, my first issue as
editor of the Newsletter, was to climb the shaky ladder to the
loft above the Poetry Project office, where ten file cabinets con-
taining eighteen years’ worth of history are crammed into a
shallow crawlspace. From a drawer, I extricated Issue 1 of this
publication, edited by Ron Padgett and misdated 1 December
1972 (“Obviously, the year is 1973” read the correction in the
following issue). My favorite news item is appended to a list of
Bill Zavatsky’s projected publications for the year: “Zavatsky,
whose apartment is directly across the airshaft from Lionel
Trilling’s, claims that Trilling dresses up in bizarre costumes and
watches ‘Let’s Make a Deal’ on television every afternoon.”

Although the format of the current issue differs significantly
from the two mimeographed pages of the first effort, the News-
letter’s purpose is largely unchanged. We exist to provide news,
information, opinions and reflections of interest and value to
the poetry community and our friends.

That community has grown drastically in the past eleven
years, to the point where The Poetry Project is now the largest
and most active literary center in the United States. Some of our
local heroes are now among America’s most admired writers;
others remain known mainly to the cognoscenti here, on the
Lower East Side. But whatever has happened to individual
literary reputations, more poets are writing more poetry—
good, bad, and indifferent—than ever before. The clamor may
occasionally make those who remember them long for the hal-
cyon Fifties, when (as one veteran of the scene told me) the
reason all the artists were at the Cedar Tavern was that there
weren’t that many artists. But mostly, the poetry explosion
should be a source of gladness. It seems so twentieth century, so
much the fulfillment of the sci-fi future we expected as children:

we're in a “hands-on” job working with pure energy, not of the
atom, but of the American language.

Yet for all the activity, there are still few tangible rewards for
poets. Publication by commercial presses is more difficult than
ever, and financial problems have forced many small presses to
close. Even writers whose work reaches tens of thousands find
little in the way of material rewards—ocertainly when compared
to even the youngest of successful painters, for instance.

Unless poets are utterly deluded, we aren’t spending our time
making poems for fame, for glory, or for money. We're doing it
largely for the love of the work itself. We're serious about it;
that's the only possible reason we’re still writing. 1 perceive the
Newsletter as a tool for the serious poet, providing information,
critical acuity, and opportunities for professional growth.

This issue is intended to be a step in that direction. Here you
will find an appreciation of one of the best American poets of
our century—George Oppen—by one of the best critics of our
time, Hugh Kenner. You will learn how you can participate in
the citywide activities on censorship taking place this month.
You will discover a possible new source of funding for your
career. You will sit in on a conversation between poet Anne
Waldman and painter Red Grooms, a longtime friend of the
Poetry Project. And you'll learn what poets are writing, think-
ing, and doing in reviews, schedules of events, news stories, an-
nouncements, and—yes—poems, t0o.

I hope this Newsletter conveys some of the excitement we're
feeling at The Poetry Project as the 1984-1985 season begins.
And I hope you will be able to participate in our reading and
workshop programs. They all exist for you.

* This issue is dedicated to our Muse. She lives.
—Tim Dlugos

Sorrento Alice Notley

Sherwood Press ‘1!’!

>

)
1836% N. Edgemont St., No. 4 ("*'7

Los Angeles, CA 90027

Please make checks or money orders

5.00
: payable to David Trinidad.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS
Hugh Kenner is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of The Humnanities

at The Johns Hopkins University. His most recent book is Casta Cold
Eye: Modern Irish Wrilters. Anne Waldman is a former Director of
The Poetry Project. She teaches at the Naropa Institute in Boulder.
Her most recent collection is Makeup on Empty Space, published by
Toothpaste Press earlier this year. Jane DeLynn is the author of two
novels, Some Do and In Thrall. A chapbook of prose, Via Negativa,
will soon appear from Primary Writing. Tina Darragh’s book on the
corner to off the corner was published by Sun and Moon Press. Her
work has appeared in The Paris Review. John Godfrey’s new book of
poems, Where the Weather Suits My Clothes, will be out this fall from

Z Press. Michael Friedman edited Upstart, the student arts magazine
at Columbia University. He is currently studying law at Duke. His first
collection, Distinctive Belt, will be published by Mary House early
next year. Tom Clark’s newest collection of poems is Paradise
Resisted from Black Sparrow Press. Tom Savage is editor of Gan-
dhabba magazine and of Connaissez-Vous Maitre Eckhart?, an an-
thology from the Poetry Project’s spring translation workshop. Jim
Brodey, poet extraordinaire, is inimitable.

EREERE

POETRY PROJECT, The Newsletter of The Poetry Project at St.
Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery. Second Avenue at East 10th Street,
New York NY 10003. (212) 674-0910.

The Newsletter is published monthly October through May.
Subscriptions: $7 a year for individuals, $12 a year for institutions.
Advertisers please write for rate sheets. Closing for November issue:

October 12, 1984.

The Poetry Project Newsletter is published by The Poetry Project
which receives funding from the National Endowment for the Arts
and the New York State Council for the Arts, as well as from the
Department of Cultural Affairs of New York City, the New York
Council for the Humanities, and other foundation, corporate and in-
dividual donors, as well as support from its members.

Tim Dlugos, Editor
Marc Nasdor, Production Director
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